
































20160436

FILED
From: Pamela Bellamy IN THE OFFICE OF THE
To: Miller. Penny. CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
Subject: Defense Councll for Water Protectors SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:25:35 PM STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

I urge you to allow out of state defense attorneys for water protectors being prosecuted. Do
consider that these pipelines are multi national, carrying the dirtiest sandoil, which is
devastating to the environment when, not if, these pipelines fail. Consider that a breach in the
pipelines causes water contamination which is not contained by state lines. Consider that the
water protectors were standing peacefully with a sovereign people who too are not limited by
state lines and distinctions. Consider that we, as a people, do pledge allegiance to one nation,
not to one state, under God, with liberty and justice for all. 1 ask that you allow these water
protectors, who are representatives for the hearts and minds of many around the world, be
allowed the best defense attorneys possible regardless of the state they hail from.

Thank you for your consideration,

Pamela Bellamy, L. Ac.



20160436

FILED
From: tye block IN THE OFFICE OF THE
To: Miller, Pepny CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
Subject: Water Protectors fair and effective representation. SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:32:07 PM STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

To whom this may concern: | totally support Water Protectors to have out of state attorneys. This will give
more fair and unbiased support. | urge you to not deny them fair representation. Thank you, Tye Block

Tye Block
117 Downing St.
Columbia,SC 29209



20160436

FILED

From: Lynda

To: Miller, Penny IN THE OFFICE OF THE

Subject: Water Protectors CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:39:41 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
STATEOFNORTHDAKOTA

To Whom it May Concern,

Water protectors should have the opportunity to seek representation outside the State of North
Dakota in order to properly defend themselves. They should also be granted a change of
venue if needed as well. What would be the reason for not allowing them to defend themselves
in a court of law with an attorney who is not biased?

Thank you,
Lynda



20160436

From: Pat Neville FILED

To: Miller, Penny IN THE OFFICE OF THE

Subject: Pro Hac Program - Please do not revoke it! CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:42:44 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
STATEOFNORTHDAKOTA

Dear Ms. Penny Miller,
Please do not allow the Pro Hac Program to be revoked.

It is important to continue it as the Supreme Court said so that the Water Protectors can have qualified counsel
represent them.

As of 9/11/17 159 Water Protectors did not have representation or any appointed counsel. So more lawyers are
needed and ones with experience with this kind of case. Apparently local lawyers in Morton County do not have this
kind of experience.

It is also important that the lawyers have experience in the specialized area of law of representing indigenous
peoples.

Many of these defendants have had their homes destroyed, sacred places ruined, and their water, land and health
threatened by the ND Access Pipeline. Every Pipeline ends up with leaks and many have dangerous accidents.

Please continue to allow the Water Protectors to continue to be allowed to have out of state representation.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Chaplain Pat Neville

Sent from my iPhone



20160436

FILED

Erom: Antainette Jofol IN THE OFFICE OF THE
rom: Mior e ojola CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
;::te' Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:47:05 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
: Ve ' ar STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Good Evening, | am sending this e-mail to say that | am in
support of the water protectors to have support from out-of-
state attorneys. | oppose revoking the Pro Hac program.
These people (water protectors) have the right to an
attorney! Thank you!



20160436

From: listeninginsurance@comcast.net FILED

To: Miller, Penny IN THE OFFICE OF THE

Subject: A request CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:52:00 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
~SFATE-OF-NORTHDAKOTA

Please allow out of state attorneys to defend the 800 Standing Rock Water Protectors in their
legal battles. I stand with the Standing Rock Water Protectors.

Patricia Bennett
8716 Pine Ave
Gary, IN 46403



20160436

. FILED
:::m. m IN THE OFFICE OF THE
Subject: Defense for Water Protectors CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 10:17:23 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
STATE QF NORTH DAKOTA
P. Miller

I would like to oppose the ending of the program allowing out of state lawyers to represent the
North Dakota Water Protectors.

Please take into account that as of September 11, 2017, there are still 159 cases without
representation or have not been appointed legal counsel. So there is a need for more attorneys.
The use of outside attorneys could save your state taxpayers money by not having to hire local
indigent defense.

The mass arrests and charging issues in these cases was something Morton County has never
seen before, and because many of the cases involve the indigenous community. There is the
need for representation by those specialize in cultural awareness that certain lawyer may have
from outside your area.

The Supreme Court originally granted the initial petition in January 2017 fundamentally
to ensure adequate access to counsel and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings.
These concerns and issues are magnified for indigent and indigenous or racial minority
persons, of which, virtually every defendant is one of the two. These concerns still exist.
The need for counsel, guaranteed under the 14th amendment, is not fulfilled by the ND
Commission on Legal Counsel for Indigents.

Please allow the assistance of legal representation by out of state attorneys for these Water
Protectors to continue.

Thank you from California,
Monika Hinse

Sent from my iPad



From:
To:

Date:

Subject:

20160436

sm9 FILED

i IN THE OFFICE OF THE
Miller, Penny.
Comment on Water protecters Arrests CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
Thursday, September 21, 2017 10:18:44 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

As of September 11, 2017, there were still 159 cases without
representation or any appointed counsel so there is still a need for
more attorneys.

Saves taxpayer money by not having to hire local indigent defense

Issues around representing indigenous people — this is a specialized
area of law, and requires special focus, expertise, cultural
awareness, and practice that people from other places have
experience in.

The mass arrest and charging issues in these cases are unlike
anything local appointed counsel has seen. This has never
happened to Morton County before.

The Supreme Court originally granted the initial petition in January
2017 fundamentally to ensure adequate access to counsel and to be
fair to defendants in these proceedings. These concerns and issues
are magnified for indigent and indigenous or racial minority
persons, of which, virtually every defendant is one of the two. These
concerns still exist. The need for counsel, guaranteed under the 14th
amendment, is not fulfilled by the ND Commission on Legal Counsel
for Indigents.



20160436

FILED
o mo IN THE OFFICE OF THE
Subject: Pro Hac CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
: 1, 2017 10:28:59 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
Date: Thursday, September 21, T L DAKOTA
Penny Miller,

Please don't revoke this Pro Hac program for the good people in North Dakota, it would be
bordering on inhumane, considering - ‘

As of September 11, 2017, there were still 159 cases without representation or any
appointed counsel so there is still a need for more attorneys.
Saves taxpayer money by not having to hire local indigent defense

« Issues around representing indigenous people — this is a specialized area of law, and

requires special focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice that people from
other places have experience in.

The mass arrest and charging issues in these cases are unlike anything local appointed
counsel has seen. This has never happened to Morton County before.

The Supreme Court originally granted the initial petition in January 2017
fundamentally to ensure adequate access to counsel and to be fair to defendants in
these proceedings. These concerns and issues are magnified for indigent and
indigenous or racial minority persons, of which, virtually every defendant is one of the
two. These concerns still exist. The need for counsel, guaranteed under the 14th
amendment, is not fulfilled by the ND Commission on Legal Counsel for Indigents.

These people need your help, and our help; human life, American life, is worth more than any
pipeline, thank you.

- Jason Basiliko



20160436

From: Karmen Bates FILED

To: Miller. Penny IN THE OFFICE OF THE

Subject: Legal Representation for Water Protectors CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 10:30:42 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
STATE-OF-NORTHDAKOTA

To Whom It May Concern:

Please consider you are dealing with Native people from many Nations that cover many states. To say their Legal
Representation can not come from other states denies them their Constitutional Rights. Native People are Tribal and
have Historically come from many places. We go from one Family reservation to another and if Family is in trouble
or Land is in trouble we are there to save and protect, that hasn't changed because we have less of it. In fact with
technology we are like everybody else, more connected. So please consider that we have the same Constitutional
Rights as any other Citizen and Legal Representation.

Thank You,

Karmen Little Fawn Bates



20160436

. e B IN THE OF!!!I;IECDE OF THE

To: Miller, Penny

Subject: Pro Hac Program CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 10:36:05 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

To Whom It May Concern,

| am opposed to the revoking this program. The Water Protectors are in need of this program, which
allows out of state attorney to represent them. | plea with your state not to take this away from them.
Thank you for your time and cooperation in this matter.

Regards,

Sherri Ford



20160436

From: David Soldier FILED

To: Miller, Penny IN THE OFFICE OF THE

Subject: Out of state attorney representation CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 10:52:05 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
—QFATEOF-NORTHDAKOTA

Dear Ms. Miller,

I would like you to consider my opinion on the need for out of state representation for the
pipeline protesters. In this country we are guaranteed legal representation regardless of our
economic standing, but it is often substandard, if not an entirely laughable exercise in negative
negotiation. These people deserve to have representation that cares about their rights that have
in some cases already been subverted.

North Dakota cannot and has not stood up for the people who have peacefully protested a
project that continues to be exposed as unlawful.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
David Soldier

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad



20160436

FILED
From: Linda LeBoutillier IN THE OFFICE OF THE
To: Miller, Penny CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
Subject: Legal representation of water protectors in North Dakota SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:05:15 PM STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

As one who has been following the protests against the Dakota Access Pipeline in and around
Cannonball, ND, I am concerned about the backlog of cases among those protesters who were
arrested. I understand that over 150 of them still do not have representation. That's why I
cannot understand the idea of revoking the Pro Hac program, which allows these people to be
represented by attorneys from out of state. Doesn't this program save North Dakota taxpayer
money?

These protesters are guaranteed counsel by the 14th Amendment of the Constitution of the
United States. Their needs are not being met by the ND Commission on Legal Counsel for
Indigents. As well, since the vast majority of these people are Natives, there is also the issue of
cultural sensitivity to be considered. This can best be achieved by having a wider pool from
which to draw legal representation.

I strongly urge you not to revoke the Pro Hac Program. Thank you.

Linda LeBoutillier
Brandon, SD

""Happiness is not a matter of intensity but of balance, order, rhythm and
harmony." -Thomas Merton



20160436

From: Katey laurel FILED

To: Miller, Penny IN THE OFFICE OF THE

Subject: Please do not revoke this program! CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT

Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:19:30 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
STATEOFNORTHDAKOTA

Dear Ms. Miller,

The judges from the South Central Judicial District of North Dakota have
petitioned the Supreme Court of North Dakota to revoke the Pro Hac program
that allows out of state attorneys to represent Water Protectors. This is a huge
problem for Water Protectors.

Please do not take this right for people fighting for clean water to lose this
program. The Pro Hac is something which they need!

Respectfully,
Kendara Laurel



20160436

i FILED
H linda fri
"I:’::m W" IN THE OFFICE OF THE
Subject: Water Protectors deserve representation CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:33:25 PM SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
STATE.QF NORTH DAKOTA

Dear Penny Miller,

As a descendant of North American Indiginous Coastal Salish, I stand united with all those
who aim to protect waters from harm. Millions of people downstream are potentially affected
by the pipeline that was installed along the Standing Rock territories and waterways. The legal
courts have since come to understand that environmental considerations of the risks to the
river systems had been insufficient in the decision to continue to construct along the
potentially devastating path. The common collective of a varied and diverse group of citizens,
from all across North America came to defend the right to protect Indiginous rights, and the
basic necessity of water itself to all living things under the banner of 'WATER IS LIFE'. I can
think of no more honourable pursuit than in this selfless and considerate endeavour, to
question the methods and means of government and companies that have motivations alterior
to this simple fact, that indeed, water is life. It is absurd to think these defenders were there
for their personal stake in power, money, wealth and fame, or that a rebellion could be
motivated by unmitigated destructive behaviour wanting an outlet in the harshest conditions
on cold and snowy plains.

I humbly petition you to allow the full powers of justice available to these selfless
protestors/protectors to have representation that is well versed in these issues and in their best
interests, as it is their own personal freedom on the line.

I ask this as not as a mere bystander from another country who could not lend my solidarity in
person to this landscape, but as a fellow North American human being that also depends on
the sanctity of clean water for my existence, as those before us have enjoyed and with the
good grace of the unsung everyday heros like these water protectors, for generations untold to
come. May justice truly prevail for us all.

[ was beseeched to write my unique perspective from this earnest request,

https://waterprotectorlegal.org/callout-comments-nd-judges-trying-end-program-allowing-
state-lawyer-represent-water-protectors/

Thankyou for considering this heartfelt letter.

Mal Senta
Alberta, Canada



20160436

FILED
From: Andrea Reed Kinney IN THE OFFICE OF THE
Tor (SUP) Information CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT
Subject: Water Protectors deserve best representation SEPTEMBER 21, 2017
Date: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:16:02 PM STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
To Whom It May Concern:

It is outrageous that the state of North Dakota is trying to deny out of state representation to
Water Protectors. Please allow these brave and true activists access the the best representation.

Thank you,
Andrea Reed Kinney


mailto:Info@ndcourts.gov



